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he had and he would be satisfied with any conclusion we
would unite upon. I proposed to open the whole coast to
any one who wished to trade, and who had a regular clear-
ance and manifest, and was entitled to a coast license.
Stanton thought it should not extend beyond the military
lines. General Grant thought they might embrace all this
side of the Mississippi.

Secretary Stanton requested the Cabinet to hear some
remarks which he desired to make, and to listen to a pro-
position or ordinance which he had prepared with much
care and after a great deal of reflection, for reconstruction
in the Rebel States. The plan or ordinance embraced two
distinct heads, one for asserting the Federal authority in
Virginia, the other for reestablishing a State government.
The first struck me favorably, with some slight emenda-
tions; the second seemed to me objectionable in several es-
sentials, and especially as in conflict with the principles of
self-government which I deem essential. There was little
said on the subject, for the understanding was that we
should each be furnished with a copy for criticism and sug-
gestion, and in the mean time we were requested by the
President to deliberate and carefully consider the proposi-
tion. He remarked that this was the great question now
before us, and we must soon begin to act. Was glad Con-
gress was not in session.

I objected that Virginia occupied a different position
from that of any other _State in rebellion; that while regu-
lar State governments were to be established in other
States, whose Secession governments were nullities and
would not be recognized, Virginia had a skeleton organiza-
tion which she had maintained through the War, which
government we had recognized and still recognized; that we
to-day acknowledged Pierpont as the legitimate Governor
of Virginia. He had been elected by only a few border
counties, it was true; had never been able to enforce his
authority over but a small portion of the territory or popu-
lation; nevertheless we had recognized and sustained him.